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Farmingville, NY - Brookhaven Supervisor Ed Romaine  and members  of the  Town C ounc il  held a  press  conference
today to call  on New York State C omptroller Thomas  DiNapoli  to undertake a binding review of the proposed $440
million LIPA / PSEG rate inc rease and rejec t it. A lso present in support of the Town was  Suffolk C ounty C omptroller
John  Kennedy, who  previous ly  s tood  with  Supervisor  Romaine  at  an  A pril  16  press  conference  to  announce  that
Brookhaven would join the C ounty in oppos ition to the hike.

P ic tured left to right are C ounc ilwoman V alerie M . C artright, C ounc ilwoman C onnie Kepert, C ounc ilman Dan P anico,
Supervisor  Ed  Romaine,  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner,  Suffolk  C ounty  C omptroller  John  Kennedy  and  the  Town's
outs ide counsel, Rob C alica.

In May, the New York State Department of P ublic  Service (DPS) granted the Town "party s tatus"  to intervene as  an
offic ial party in response to a letter of reques t sent to by Supervisor Romaine. In addition to the Town of Brookhaven,
permiss ion  was  granted  to  the  International  Brotherhood  of E lec trical  Workers  Local  1049; Nassau  C ounty; the
Natural Resources  Defense C ounc il; NRG Energy, Inc . and Suffolk C ounty.

A t  today's  press  conference,  Supervisor  Romaine  maintained  that  the  PSEG/LIPA  proposed  $221.3  million
aggregate inc rease in C onsumer Delivery C harges  over a three-year period (average inc rease of 4%), is  excess ive.
He  also  noted that  the  recent calculation error by  the  DPS  that  originally  called for a  reduc tion in the  inc rease  of
78.4%  and  later  changed  to  a  37%  reduc tion  is  c lear  evidence  that  the  rate  hike  should  be  reviewed  by  an
independent auditor.

Supervisor Romaine said, "E lec tric  rates  on Long Is land are among the highes t in the country and Brookhaven Town
is  one of PSEG's  bigges t cus tomers ,"  said Supervisor Romaine. "We are  s till  in a  recess ion and many Brookhaven
res idents  s truggle to pay their bills  and feed their families , but there appears  to be no end to rate hikes . The inc rease
is  unfair to taxpayers  and PSEG must be held accountable. The Town needs  to keep the pressure on PSEG to go back
to the drawing board and come up with a better plan."

C omptroller Kennedy said, "PSEG-LI , in seeking multi-year rate inc reases , is  negating the very real cons traints  that
all governments , inc luding Suffolk C ounty, must now operate under. The C ounty has  inves ted more than $27  million



over a period of years  in energy consumption mitigation projec ts , collec tively reduc ing annual C ounty utility cos ts  by
$5  million. I f the rate inc rease is  adopted, Suffolk C ounty s tands  to pay almost $1  million a year more following the
final  impac t  of  the  36  month  rate  inc rease  plan. I t  is  unwarranted, it  is  too  high, and  the  inc rease  s hould  be
summarily rejec ted."

In an A pril  10  letter to  Kathleen H. Burgess , Sec retary  of the  New York  State  P ublic  Service  C ommiss ion (PSC ),
C omptroller  Kennedy  urged  her to  rejec t  the  proposed  PSEG  Long  Is land  rate  hike  in  the  delivery  portion  of the
cus tomer bill. He noted that delivery rates  charged to ratepayers  have inc reased in 2014  and will inc rease in 2015.
Based on the proposed 3  year rate plan, they will continue to rise in 2016  through 2018. C ompared to 2013  rates ,
delivery charges  will inc rease by as  much as  26  percent in winter and 8 .8  percent in the summer through 2018.

A t  the  A pril  16  press  conference, Supervisor  Romaine  confirmed  that  the  Town  authorized  its  legal  counsel  to
formally  "intervene"  in the  proceeding to  bring an important "public  voice"  before  the  PSC , and to  assure  that the
process  is  transparent, fair, and properly  cons iders  the  c ritical  financ ial  s take  for Long Is land's  rate  payers . In a
recent motion filed by PSC  s taff counsel agains t PSEG before the A dminis trative Law Judge pres iding over the Rate
Hike A pplication, PSC  counsel complained about PSEG's  failure to provide c ritical  financ ial  information to the PSC
staff needed to evaluate the pending Rate H ike A pplication. The PSC  s taff's  motion complained that PSEG failed for
months  to  provide  c ritical  information  in  response  to  several  reques ts , provided  "nonrespons ive"  information  to
others , and has  "impeded" the PSC  s taff's  ability to evaluate the Rate H ike A pplication.

The PSC  s taff has  acknowledged that the current PSEG Rate H ike A pplication is  the "firs t time in 20  years" that the
C ommiss ion  has  reviewed  a  Long  Is land  rate  inc rease  application, and  acknowledges  that  it  is  "unfamiliar  with
PSEG's  bus iness  model."  This  renders  PSEG's  refusal  to  provide  necessary  financ ial  dis c losure  and explanations
c ritical  to  a  fair outcome  for the  Town's  and Long Is land's  rate  payers . The  Town's  intervention in the  Rate  H ike
A pplication proceeding will assure that it obtains  prompt and complete notice of all filings , rulings  and dec is ions , and
elevate the Town's  s tatus  from that of a mere "commenter" to that of an interes ted and affec ted party.
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